


Teaching your kids to think…
As you reflect on your teaching, you may notice that you ask your students a 

lot of “what” questions:

What is the difference between DNA and RNA?

● RNA has U’s and DNA has T’s

● DNA has deoxyribose… RNA has ribose

● RNA is single-stranded… DNA is double-stranded



Let’s think about teaching the “why” of these subjects, such as:

Why does T replace U in DNA?











Let’s think about teaching the “why” of these subjects, such as:

Why does T replace U in DNA?

Why is RNA single-stranded?

…but wait, RNA is not single-stranded…







RNA has special powers….



RNA folds up into a compact 3D shape,… following the same

principles of chemistry that drive protein folding.
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